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What was the impact of Henry’s divorce on England?  

In this unit, students will investigate how Henry VIII’s divorce triggered a religious and political revolution that 
changed Britain forever. They will explore the causes and consequences of the Break from Rome, the 

dissolution of the monasteries, and the dramatic swings in religious policy under successive Tudor monarchs. 
Using local case studies (Richard Whiting and Buckland Abbey), primary sources, and interpretations, students 
will examine how power, faith, and identity shaped early modern Britain. The unit encourages critical thinking 

and links to British values such as rule of law, religious tolerance, and individual liberty.

What lay behind Britain’s transatlantic slave trade? (World Study)

In this world study unit, students will investigate the origins, development, and 
eventual abolition of Britain’s transatlantic slave trade. They begin by exploring the 

achievements of West African kingdoms before the arrival of Europeans, then 
examine the brutal realities of enslavement, the Middle Passage, plantation life, and 

the resistance of enslaved people. Students will consider the economic benefits 
Britain gained from the trade, and evaluate the contributions of key abolitionists and 

formerly enslaved individuals. This unit fosters historical empathy, critical thinking, 
and understanding of moral and civic responsibility, while linking strongly to British 

values such as rule of law, democracy, and mutual respect.

WW2

How should Devon remember the Mayflower?

Students will critically explore the story of the Mayflower, focusing on 
both the English Pilgrims and the Wampanoag people. They will 

challenge the traditional narrative by investigating the social, cultural, 
and political contexts of 1620s England and North America. Through 

source analysis, interpretation, and case studies, students will consider 
how historical memory is shaped and whose stories are remembered or 

forgotten. The unit links closely to British values such as tolerance, 
democracy, and individual liberty by encouraging balanced perspectives 

and inclusive historical thinking.

In this unit, students will explore the political, social, and 
cultural features of Anglo-Saxon England and understand 

why it became the focus of competing claims to the throne 
in 1066. They will examine the role of kingship, the causes 
and consequences of the succession crisis, and the events 

leading to the Battle of Hastings. Using archaeological 
evidence, primary sources like the Bayeux Tapestry, and 
historical interpretations, students will develop skills in 
inference, source evaluation, and historical argument. 

Why do so many people want to be King of England - Anglo 
Saxon England

Intro to Sources and 
interpretations

Students will investigate how Henry VIII’s divorce triggered a religious 
and political revolution that changed Britain forever. They will explore 

the causes and consequences of the Break from Rome, the dissolution of 
the monasteries, and the dramatic swings in religious policy under 

successive Tudor monarchs. Using local case studies (Richard Whiting 
and Buckland Abbey), primary sources, and interpretations, students will 

examine how power, faith, and identity shaped early modern Britain. 
The unit encourages critical thinking and links to British values such as 

rule of law, religious tolerance, and individual liberty.

In this unit, students will explore the political, social, and cultural features of Anglo-
Saxon England and understand why it became the focus of competing claims to the 

throne in 1066. They will examine the role of kingship, the causes and consequences 
of the succession crisis, and the events leading to the Battle of Hastings. Using 

archaeological evidence, primary sources like the Bayeux Tapestry, and historical 
interpretations, students will develop skills in inference, source evaluation, and 

historical argument. The unit encourages critical thinking and links to British values 
such as democracy, rule of law, and mutual respect through the study of leadership, 

conflict, and legacy.

The Black Death - Changing Lives in Medieval England

Students will investigate the causes, symptoms, and consequences of the Black Death in 14th-
century England. They will explore how the plague impacted daily life, beliefs, and the feudal 
system, while learning how to use historical sources and assess their value. Students will also 
consider differing interpretations of the Black Death’s effects and how it contributed to major 

social changes. The unit supports key historical skills such as inference, causation, and 
interpretation, and links to British values such as tolerance, rule of law, and democracy.
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Introduction to cold war  Introduction to cold war 

In this unit, students will explore how two former allies—the USA and the Soviet Union—became fierce rivals after World War Two. 
Known as the Cold War, this was a period of intense global tension, where the world lived in fear of nuclear war, even though the two 
sides never fought each other directly. Instead, they battled for influence through spying, space races, propaganda, and proxy wars in 

other countries. Students will learn about key events such as the building of the Berlin Wall, the Cuban Missile Crisis, and how 
everyday life was affected by this invisible war. The topic encourages students to think critically about ideologies, conflict, and how 

leaders made decisions that shaped the modern world.

American Civil Rights

In this unit, students will investigate how Adolf Hitler rose from political 
obscurity to become leader of Nazi Germany. They will explore the 

economic, political, and social conditions of post-WWI Germany that 
enabled his rise, and evaluate the methods used by the Nazis to 

consolidate power, including propaganda, fear, and legal manipulation. 
Students will engage critically with historical sources using PANDA, 

develop analytical writing through PEEL paragraphs, and reflect on the 
importance of democracy, civil liberty, and resistance. This unit builds 

historical understanding and supports British values through lessons on 
dictatorship, opposition, and justice.

Introduction to the Holocaust

This unit explores the Holocaust as one of the most significant and tragic events in modern history. Students 
will learn about the systematic persecution and murder of six million Jews, as well as the targeting of other 
groups such as Roma people, disabled individuals, and political opponents. The unit traces the escalation 

from discrimination to genocide, examining key events such as Kristallnacht, the creation of ghettos, and the 
operation of concentration and extermination camps. Students will also evaluate how the world 

responded—both during and after the war—and reflect on the importance of memory, justice, and human 
rights.

Overview of WW2

This unit explores how the Allied victory in Europe and the Pacific 
brought World War Two to a close, and how tensions between the USA 
and the USSR quickly emerged in its aftermath. Students examine the 

three key wartime conferences—Tehran, Yalta, and Potsdam—to 
understand how decisions made about the post-war world led to 

suspicion, division, and the early stages of the Cold War. Through source 
work and historical interpretation, students assess how wartime allies 
became rivals and how 1945 marked both an end and a beginning in 

global history.

What was the impact of Henry’s divorce on England?  

In this unit, students explore the key events and turning points that shaped the outcome of the Second World War. They 
will investigate major battles such as Dunkirk and D-Day, and assess their significance in changing the course of the war. 

The unit also looks at the home front, the Blitz, and the global nature of the conflict, including the war in the Pacific. 
Students will consider how technology, leadership, geography, and international cooperation influenced success or 

failure, and reflect on how the war impacted soldiers and civilians alike.
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Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39  Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39  Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present  Crime and punishment in Britain, c1000–present  Whitechapel, c1870–c1900: crime, policing and 
the inner city.  

This unit explores the dramatic changes in Germany between the end of the First World War and the outbreak of the Second. Students will examine the challenges faced by the 
democratic Weimar Republic, including economic crises and political unrest, and how these conditions contributed to the rise of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party. The course then 

investigates how the Nazis consolidated power and controlled German society through propaganda, terror, and legislation. Key themes include dictatorship, opposition, propaganda, 
censorship, youth indoctrination, and the persecution of minority groups. This unit deepens students’ understanding of political extremism, personal freedoms, and the impact of 

leadership and ideology on society.
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Superpower 
relations and 
the Cold War, 

1941–91   

Elizabethan England 1558 – 1588 

Revision: Crime 
and 

punishment in 
Britain, 

c1000–present  

Revision: 
Elizabethan 

England 1558 
– 1588 

This depth study 
focuses on the reign of 
Elizabeth I and the key 
political, religious, and 
social challenges she 

faced as Queen of 
England. Students will 

explore Elizabeth’s 
consolidation of 

power, the religious 

Superpower Relations

History

Why do so many people want to be King of England - Anglo Saxon England & Norman Conquest of Britain

In this unit, students will explore the political, social, and cultural features of Anglo-Saxon England and understand why it became the focus of competing claims to the throne in 1066. 
They will examine the role of kingship, the causes and consequences of the succession crisis, and the events leading to the Battle of Hastings. Using archaeological evidence, primary 

sources like the Bayeux Tapestry, and historical interpretations, students will develop skills in inference, source evaluation, and historical argument. The unit encourages critical thinking 
and links to British values such as democracy, rule of law, and mutual respect through the study of leadership, conflict, and legacy.

Elizabethan 
England 1558 

– 1588 

This depth study 
explores the reign of 

Elizabeth I, focusing on 
the political, religious, 
and social challenges 
she faced; religious 

settlement, plots 
against her rule, and 
the Spanish Armada, 
alongside changes in 
Elizabethan society, 

such as poverty, 
education, and 

government.
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ksThis thematic study examines how crime, punishment, and law enforcement have changed—and in some cases remained the same—over the past 
1,000 years in Britain. Students will explore major turning points, including the influence of religion, government, war, social attitudes, and 
technology on how crimes were defined and punished. The course is divided into four key time periods: medieval, early modern, 18th–19th 

centuries, and modern Britain. Students will consider a range of crimes, from theft to treason, and punishments such as public execution, 
transportation, prisons, and rehabilitation. The historic environment study focuses on Whitechapel during the time of the Jack the Ripper murders, 

examining crime, policing, and the social conditions of Victorian London.

This study explores Whitechapel in the late 1800s, focusing 
on how poverty, overcrowding, and immigration led to 

crime and disorder. Students examine the challenges faced 
by the police—especially during the Jack the Ripper 
case—and how local conditions influenced national 

attitudes to crime and policing.
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Why do so many people want to be King of England - Anglo Saxon England
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This unit examines the fight for racial equality in the United States 
during the 20th century. Students will explore the key events, 
individuals, and campaigns that challenged segregation and 

discrimination, from Rosa Parks and the Montgomery Bus Boycott to 
Martin Luther King Jr., the March on Washington, and the Civil Rights 

Act. The unit also looks at the role of opposition, including white 
supremacist groups and political resistance. Students will reflect on the 
impact of the movement and consider its relevance to ongoing struggles 

for rights and equality around the world today.

How and why did Hitler go from loser to leader?
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