THOMAS HALL SCHOOL

|h|/ V.

Issue 4 - Friday 22"d September

The start of this year has been very fast paced, with lots of things
going on to get the school year ready. You will be aware that we
have been experiencing IT issues that has affected our Timetables,

Arbor and printing. We are working with our teams to resolve these

Issues as quickly as we can, and we are sorry for any problems that

you may be experiencing as a result.

We are building our identify and have spent a long time talking
with pupils, parents and staff fo ensure we have our ‘Thomas Hallway' in place. You
can find this here: Thomas Hallway. We talk regularly about our values of Respect,
Integrity, Empathy, Self-Discipline, Gratitude and Courage and how each of these
should lead us all to be caring and kind citizens and form an important foundation
into our next phase of growth.

Our colleagues from Reach South have been visiting lots recently and have been
providing us with some excellent support. Dean Ashton, our CEO came to see us on
Monday, and he spoke with our primary pupils in their assembly. We also had Tara
Davies, our Executive Business Manager with us on Tuesday and Mark Elms, our
Education Director on Wednesday. Mark infroduced our two linked Deputy Directors
of Education, who will be working closely with colleagues in developing

our provision further. For our primary phase, we will have support from

Adam Hickman who has led outstanding schools in London, and our

secondary phase will be supported by Dave Alexander, who retired

as Head of Rednock School after 20 successful years there last year.

Dave will be with us again on Monday and Tuesday next week,

providing more capacity within the school. Phil Arnold

Head Techer

| would like to say a warm welcome back to Thomas Hall. We have a
number of new staff in the Primary Phase — and it was lovely to invite
parents into school to meet our teaching team, this week. During our
Meet the Teacher event, | talked about how we are working to develop
our identity as a school that has kindness aft its fore and shared our ‘Hall
6’ — principles that we encourage all to buy into and ‘live’. We aspire for

these to become part of our Thomas Hall Way. Julia Wood

Assistant Head Teacher

Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 26" Sept PTA Annual General Meeting 2pm

Thursday 28™ Sept Year 11 Geography Fieldwork trip to Lyme Regis
Friday 29th Sept Tempest School Photos

Monday 2" Oct Governor's Meeting

Saturday 7™ Oct Silent Disco (See parent Notices)

Note: Information in the newsletter is for both upper and lower school, but the examples of work rotate
each issue.




Academic

Excellence
Dear Parent/ Carer,

The Tempest
photography
will be in school
on Friday,

29th September
to take
photographs of
the pupils.

We need all pupils to be
photographed for the school
Management Information
System to ensure we have up
to date photographs of all the
students for safeguarding
pUrposes.

This year the photographer will
hand a proof of the
photograph to each child for
them to bring home. If you
would like to then place an
order you will be able to do
this with Tempest direct.

This year, due to severe
allergies we are a no
nut, no fish school.
Please do not bring any

fish, or nut products into
school.

PHOTOGRAPHY Thank you




Academic excellence

\ Science:
2( W We have been learning about the four

seasons and the changes in weather
they bring. We looked how day turns
to night and in groups, we ordered this
rotation using key scientific vocabulary
and images in the cycle.

Migs Sreaves &
Wr inch

Year 2 have been
working hard towards
creating their character
descriptions in Literacy.
They have been very
imaginative whilst
ensuring they include
their success criteria of
adjectives, adverbs and
conjunctions.”




In Year 3
we have
been
looking at
Vincent van Gogh, the children
enjoyed learning about his life and
were surprised that he only sold one
painting in his lifetime. Many
recognised some of his art. We
looked at the styles of painting Van
Gogh and techniques such as;
'impasto’ with thick paint, 'sgraffito’
where you scratch the paint and
also 'tonking' where you blot the
paint. The children had great fun
experimenting with each paint style.
We discussed what each style would
be good for, and how good these
techniques were for texture and

effects. W&X’ Wt&

TheQueensNose
D’CKG‘SM”H Year 4 have had a greaf start fo the
N Year and have been reading The
Queen's Nose; where we have been
finding out about Harmony's exciting
adventures and the treasure hunt her
Uncle Monty sets her that leads to a
rather magical treasure!
We have also been exploring
perspective and pop art with David
Hockney. A great start to Year 4 Hazel

" Sat o er Class, well donel

ILLUSTRATED By Jii1 BENNETT




We were looking at
'subtractive drawing'
this is where the
children made
marks with pencil, oil
pastels and
charcoal and then
used a rubber to
remove the marks
and create a
picture. Our
inspiration came
from Frank
Auerbach who was
a German-Brifish

ainter. _
" wr fellon

This week, Year 6 have been busy W b
completing their first set of Mock SATs. The

children have worked hard all week

exploring test techniques and having a look

at what the real papers will look like. They
have all done an amazing jolb and should

be super proud of themselves! SO
Alongside this, Year 6 have also been PROUD 0‘:
starting their own autobiographies! They

have been writing all about their lives from YOU!
their first words to their dreams and

ambitions for the future. It has been really
interesting to see what journey they have all
been on from when they were born up until
now!

Migs Reep




Academic excellence
French

m_ Fun tongue twister (un

Je suis ce que je
suis, et si je suis ce
que je suis, qu'est-

ce que je suis ¢

| am what | am,

o am, whatam | ¢
French idiom 1o learn:

“Il pleut des cordes!”

Literal franslation: It's raining
ropes!

Actual meaning: It's raining
cats and dogs!

On chante l'alphabet!

R 8 @ b E F &

AW BAY SAY BAY WK EFF SAY KS2
% 3 W L % © The primary students have
ASH EE SEE UAX ELL EAR gy been learning about
) S T ® phonics in French and
Ok pRY wuwm AIR €SS TAY OW have been singing the
vV W & VY 2 alphabet:
YAy 0008LER EERS  EE 2€0

| VAY GREY

Bonjour, salut, ga va, comment vas- tu?
Comment ¢a va?
Ca va trés bien
tres bien, trés bien
\ et bienvenue!

They have also
been practising
greetings and have
been singing this

song to the tune of
“Hi ho, hi ho, it’s off
to work we go...”

virelangue) to try:

and if | am what |




Academic excellence
Attendance & HP’'s

06/09/23 - 21/09/23

Primary Secondary

Attendance
96.2%

Year 3 - Yew
Year 9 - Aspen 88.3%

vear 4 - Hazel Year 9 - Juniper 85.6%
Year 5 - Beech Year 10 - EIm 76%

Year 6 - Fir Year 10 - Redwood 74.7%
Year 11 - Ash 80%

Year 11 - Pine 84.7%

Please report absences before 9.00am by
emailingabsence.ahe@avanti.org.uk or telephoning 01392 757371 selecting
option 1 to leave a message on the absence line.

Medical/dental and other appointments should be arranged outside of
school hours when-ever possible. Confirmation of all appointments, by way
of appointment card/letter or appointment slip, must be provided. Please
notify the school at least 3 school days advance of the appointment.

Any non-medical absence must be requested by completing an absent
request form (S2). This must be completed and returned to reception at
least 3 weeks before the actual absence

MATTERS.

ALL DAY, EVERY DAY




remember,

this is a nut

and fish free
school!

A MESSAGE ABOUT
GOVINDAS — KIDS MEALS!

Vegetarian School Meals

Please, when you order your meals
from the kitchen, we cannot give
substitutions. So, what you order is
what your child will get!

*

=
CLUBS START 7E§L
BACK NEXT WEEK!




Hello All,

Welcome back!

It has been so lovely settling back into the woodland
space. We are enjoying 2 hours to spend in the woods
instead of Thour last year. This allows us to really settle
and get stuck in to our activifies.

It is very wet at the moment and we are finding a lot
of pupils without the appropriate wet weather gear.
Please could we ensure your child is coming in for
their forest school days with waterproof trousers, @
coat and wellies. If you do not have access to these
at home, please email
zoe.parker@thomashallschool.org to arrange spares. It
would be a shame if they had to miss out on the
puddle fun.

We have been enjoying the
harvest celebration from the
polytunnel and the apple

tfrees, keeping warm and
toasting toffee apple slices by £
the fire. pae

Have a lovely weekend.




“There’s nothing
wrong with

coming back, the
Sun does it every

V4

day.

Lamine Pearlheart

If you know of a student that has done something extra special and
deserves a mention, please email avantihall@avanti.org.uk




/
—_— Meet our Staff

Name: Mr Kinch

Job title: Year 1 Teacher (and all-
round good guy)

What do you do on an average
day? Teach a varied, inclusive
curriculum.

What is the best part of your
day? Watching the children do
what |I've taught them,
independently.

What is the most challenging
part of your day? Making sure I've
got everything ready!

Something about me: | used to be
a local radio presenter.

Thanks to our staff

Do you think a Thomas Hall staff member
deserves a special thank you for going
above and beyond their normal dutiese



https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7vqHHEfMJUKRxYa41u3SDVVJ_MPYkjxFskyQ9qT4IEdUM0ZKRFlEQktZUDdUNEM5Q0ZQVVlVVVNTVCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7vqHHEfMJUKRxYa41u3SDVVJ_MPYkjxFskyQ9qT4IEdUM0ZKRFlEQktZUDdUNEM5Q0ZQVVlVVVNTVCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7vqHHEfMJUKRxYa41u3SDVVJ_MPYkjxFskyQ9qT4IEdUM0ZKRFlEQktZUDdUNEM5Q0ZQVVlVVVNTVCQlQCN0PWcu
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=7vqHHEfMJUKRxYa41u3SDVVJ_MPYkjxFskyQ9qT4IEdUM0ZKRFlEQktZUDdUNEM5Q0ZQVVlVVVNTVCQlQCN0PWcu

Sean Tucker- Clemens
Guitar Tuition

V¥

Sean trained at the Academy of Music and
Sound in Exeter.
Since first picking up a guitar at the age of 17,
he has studied many different aspects of both
electric and acoustic playing and confidently
teaches a wide range of musical genres.
Can offer electric and acoustic guitar, ukulele
and beginner/ intermediate bass tuition.

Contact: 07757700310
Email info@seantuckerclemens.com

Mike Marks - Various

p——

After stepping away from classroom teaching to have
more time with my family, | have returned to my roots
of music! Life is Music sessions are run embedded with
the belief that we are all musicians and that music is all
around us - once we feel these truths, the music flows
naturally. These core beliefs lead to sessions infused
with a love of music and an underlying exploration of
the interconnectivity of Music and Life. Instruments act
as the vehicle for growing these roots in my students. In
30 minutes, they might sing, beatbox and/or play any
combination of piano, guitar, ukulele, bass, drum set,
anything else we can find to make music with! As |
always follow my students' interests, if they would like
to just focus on one instrument, that is what we do.
Damai dan musik selalu :)
Contact:
Mike from The Sounds of Learning at:
thesoundsoflearning@gmail.com.

Anna Cockroft
Violin Tuition

Anna Cockroft played both violin and piano from an
early age and went on to study at Birmingham
Conservatoire. After graduating she moved to

Devon to start her playing and teaching career, and

has enjoyed her music immensely ever since.She
currently plays with Taunton Sinfonietta, is a
member of the Beacon Piano Trio and the Orchard

String Quartet and freelances for many orchestras.

She has led the Exeter Bach Society's Orchestra for

several years and was present at the Society's very

first rehearsal.
Contact:
Email: annaviolin27 @gmail.com

Rob Maxwell — Piano Tuition

“Teaching and sharing my love for music has always been a
part of my job that I really enjoy, and | feel privileged to be
able to share my experience with the the next generation of
musicians. | aspire to offer some inspiration to encourage
students to get into music and discover what it can offer
them and what they can offer others. Whether it's help
learning pop music by ear, developing your theory
knowledge, or studying for your ABRSM Grades, | can help.”
Rob Maxwell will be offering one to one piano lessons on a
Monday and Tuesday afternoon. He is an experienced
music teacher and teaches theory, reading and
development of musical ear using songs that are known
and enjoyable to the children. His fees are £10 per lesson
and parents would sign up to a block of lessons for the
term.
Contact:
rob.maxwell@rocketmail.com




Parent Notices

As part of our drive to make the transition of students to school safer we will be
including a road safety section in every newsletter to highlight the risks involved. Please
be assured that the majority of parents are ensuring the safety of our students through
their awareness and road etiquette.

There is a small number of parents that have unfortunately highlighted some safety
issues, mainly on West Garth road. There have been an increasing number of near
misses, involving students and staff, due to bad driving, bad parking and ignoring the
reasons for the coned off areas.

1. The yellow coned off area is for students to safely cross the road.

2. We will endeavour to have a staff member to be of assistance in this yellow coned
zone where possible.

3. This is not a zone that car drivers can stop, park or drop off/pick up.
4. THIS AREA NEEDS TO BE KEPT CLEAR AT ALL TIMES.

5. We strongly encourage parents not to undertake three point turns in West Garth
road. This endangers the safety of students and causes unnecessary hold up of traffic,
including buses.

6. Please use the triangle grass island from the back gate entrance 100m/109yards to
change direction of travel safely.

7. No parking or dropping off in Roundhill close.

The safety of our children is all of our

responsibility. We will be handing out

bullet point safety measure sheets to
drivers to reinforce this message.




Parent Notices :O:

Time slots :
4.30-6.30pm
and 7-9pm

Tickets £5 each
4 ticket bundle- £18

Vegan Sausage rolls
Drinks and snacks

https://thomashallptfa.square UV Body Art

Site/events

Use this link to book https:



https://thomashallptfa.square.site/events

arents
Q / P:arers

L,ummmmuwum/

"hub

Meetings
© Coffee Mornings

@ Cake Sales
* Support Groups

© Second/Craft
Pop Up Shops

Available for Booking - email: thomashallptfa@gmail.com




Parent Notices

Dear Parent/carers

Last year our local YMCA community workers twice ran a parenting course in Exwick
Parish Hall. Parents from your school attended and really appreciated doing the course.
One parent said " Bed times are so much better. | have the confidence now to be firm
with the kids and to stick to regular routines. They didn't like it the first time but after a
few days bedtimes became so much calmer." Another parent enjoyed the course so
much that she chose to do the course a second time!

One of the YMCA community workers is one of our company directors, Harri Sharp. Her
role with the YMCA Exeter is to offer support and encouragement to Exwick families.
For the past 4 years she has been working one day a week for the YMCA to connect
with young families through one to one support and groups like the Kids Matter
course.

The YMCA community workers are hoping to run further KIDS Matter courses this term
and next year and wondered if they could visit the school to be available to meet with
parents and carers. This could perhaps be at a parents evening or at a school event. Or
maybe at the start of a school day?

The courses would be on a Friday afternoon at Exwick Parish Hall and would finish in
good time for parents to get to school to collect any school age children.

If you would like to find out a bit more Harri would be happy to meet with you or talk
on the phone. Please do get in touch with her. She does her YMCA work on Fridays.
harri.sharp@ymcaexeter.org.uk tel 07933 669395




:‘\" Parent Notices

Have you got teenagers? Join us
online for a chat about some of the
challenges young people are facing
today, and find out what tools you
can use to support them.

Weekly 90 minute sessions
starting at 7.00pm

Visit www.devon.cc/letstalk to
find out more about each session
and book your free place. Safer Devon

Working together to make Devon even safer




WX TP

Free support sessions for parents and carers

Let’s Talk Pre-Teens is an opportunity for
you as a parent or guardian of a young
person aged approximately 9 to 12 years
old to hear about the challenges they are
facing today, and the tools you can use to
support your children and community.

Weekly 90 minute sessions starting at 7.00pm

Visit www.devon.cc/letstalk to
find out more about each session

and book your free place.
£ a Safer Devon

Working together to make Devon even safer




Parent Notices

. COST OF LIVING SUPPORT
EXETER ACCESSING HELP IN EXETER

Citizens Advice Bureau- Free independent advice-
0808 278 784S Mon-Fri 10-Y4pm
CAP Debt Centre Exeter-Mon-Thurs 9-30-Spm, Fri 9-30-3- 30'
0800 328 0006 :
Step Change Debt Charity-Free Expert advice- Mon-Fri 8- 8pm
0800 138 1111
National Debtline 0808 8084000

Exeter Food Bank- Advice worker;Ali 07939 381794/07818 226524~ Food bags
St Katherines Community Larder- Fridays- 10-12- Food bags
Foodcycle Exeter, The Mint, Fore Street- Tues 6-30pm-Free Meal
St Thomas Foodfight-Free cooked Food -Sundays at St Thomas Precinct 11-1pm
Salvation Army- Free Meals- Saturdays & Sundays evenings 01392 216553
Rediscover Church, Northernhay St- Weds 10-2pm- Food bags

Housing Advice (Exeter City Council)
01392 265726 Mon-Fri 9-5pm for help with
Housing Benefit & Council Tax Support & Exceptional Hardship Fund
% Discretionary Housing Payments
Universal Credit Help to Claim Advice 0800 144 84uU/0800 169 0310
Grant opportunities- eg School Uniforms, Utility Bills, essential
equipment

The Moorings (Drop in Mental Health Support) ™\
St Leonards Gp Practice 6pm-midnight, 7 days a wee
For more advice & Samaritans (Free number) 116 123
info, scan the QR qukSWOrks (Depression 2 A'\xiety SerViCeS)
code below 0300 555 33uu
Age UK: Support for people aged 62+ Ztheir carers
01392 202092 HELP WITH

ENERGY BILLS
AND BENEF|TS

! | :
I_I "' '|||liIII | I| ||! ol |:!

healthyhomes@ecoe.org.uk 0800 772 3617
www.ecoe.org.uk/healthy-homes-wellbeing

Get in touch with your

Community Builder(Wellbeing
Exeter) with ideas of how or

wher:eii;(;‘::s'?:rt your Www.wellbei“gexeter.co.ukl
community-building-2./

Exeter

") Community
I~ Initiatives egstered Charity Kumber. SOZ6BMEE ~ Regstared Company Mamber: 2044870 (England)
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