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English
Plot: 
‘Of Mice and Men’ is centred around two migrant workers, George and Lennie, in California in the 1930s as they start 
work on a ranch in a place called Soledad (a Spanish word meaning ‘solitude’).

- The story takes place over a period of four days.

- While at the ranch, George and Lennie meet other characters, who emphasise the loneliness and difficulty of life for 
the people living and working in these places.

- Reflecting a period of economic devastation in the United States, ‘Of Mice and Men’ demonstrates the damaging 
effects of the Great Depression upon ordinary working men.

Historical and Social Context:

- John Steinbeck was born in Salinas, California in 1902. Although his family was wealthy, he was interested in 
the lives of the farm labourers and spent time working with them. He used his experiences as material for his 
writing.

- The American Dream involved the idea that “life should be better and richer and fuller for everyone, with 
opportunity for each according to ability or achievement.” George and Lennie believe in the American Dream.

- On October 29, 1929, millions of dollars were wiped out in the Wall Street Crash. It led to people losing their 
life savings and 15 million people were unemployed with many moving out of the cities to look for work on 
ranches; these people were called itinerant workers.

- The Great Depression lasted from 1929 to 1939. The novella reflects how difficult finding work was for 
people like George and Lennie at this time.

- The Dust Bowl described the land in southern mid-western America after a drought led to failed harvests 
and dried-up land. Farmers were forced to move off their land. This made finding work difficult.

- Racism/sexism were common, especially in Southern states due to economic 
climate, & history of slavery. This is reflected in the treatment of characters like 
Crooks and Curley’s Wife.

Key Characters:
George: Itinerant worker: 
frustrated, devoted, a dreamer.
Lennie: Itinerant worker: childlike, 
physically powerful.
Candy: The Old Swamper: 
unloved, an outcast, ageing.
Curley: The Boss’ son: insecure, 
unmerciful, jealous.
Curley’s wife: The only female: 
objectified, lonely, nameless.
Crooks: The Stable Buck: cynical, 
proud, isolated, an outcast.
Slim: ‘Prince of the ranch’: 
compassionate, wise, respected.
Carlson: Ranch hand: heartless, 
insensitive.



English
Key Terms – Writer’s 
Methods:
- Mood: The general feeling 
or atmosphere.
- Inference: Conclusion 
based on evidence.
- Connotations: Word 
associations.
- Symbolism: 
Representation through 
images.
- Colloquial dialogue: 
Informal speech.
- Juxtaposition: Contrasting 
ideas/images.
- Cyclical structure: Story 
begins and ends similarly.

Key Terms – Exploring 
Character:
- Symbiotic: Mutually 
beneficial relationship.
- Nomadic: Wandering.
- Social hierarchy: Status 
differences.
- Pugnacious: Eager to 
fight.
- Calculating: Secretive and 
strategic.
- Belligerent: Hostile.
- Volatile: Unpredictably 
aggressive.

Key Quotations:

- George (Ch 1): “Guys like us...that work on ranches, are the loneliest guys in the world. They 
got no family. They don’t belong no place...”

- Lennie (Ch 1): “Slowly, like a terrier who doesn’t want to bring a ball to its master, Lennie 
approached, drew back, approached again.”

- Slim (Ch 2): “Ain’t many guys travel around together,” he mused. “I don’t know why. Maybe 
ever’body in the whole damn world is scared of each other.”

- Candy (Ch 3): “I ought to have shot that dog myself, George. I shouldn’t have ought to let no 
stranger shoot my dog.”

- George (Ch 4): “We wouldn’t talk nobody if we could. Jus’ say, ‘We’ll go to her,’ an’ we would.”

- Crooks (Ch 4): “Ever’body wants a little piece of lan’. I read plenty of books out here. Nobody 
never gets to heaven, and nobody gets no land.”

- Crooks (Ch 4): “A guy needs somebody to be near him. He whined, a guy goes nuts if he ain’t
got nobody.”

- Curley’s wife (Ch 5): “And the meanness and the plannings and the discontent and the ache 
for attention were all gone from her face. She was very pretty and simple, and her face was 
sweet and young.”

Tier 2 Vocabulary: Mood  Stereotype   Isolation   Misogyny 
Atmosphere  Novella  Personification  Segregation         Itinerant
Hostility            Pessimistic  Symbolism  Derogatory  Futile 
American Dream



Themes
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- George and Lennie are unusual as itinerant 
workers who work together, it was otherwise an 
isolated life.
- Slim comments on the fact that George and 
Lennie travel together.
- Crooks longs for companionship: “A guy needs 
somebody to be near him. He whined, a guy goes 
nuts if he ain’t got nobody”. (Chapter 4)
- George and Lennie’s friendship is a symbiotic 
relationship, where both benefit from being 
together: George has Lennie’s strength and Lennie 
has George’ protection.
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- George and Lennie and Candy all dream of 
owning their own place.
- Crooks dreamed of equal rights and a better life 
but his dreams have been replaced by cynicism.
- Curley’s Wife dreamed of being an actress but 
her dreams were ruined by her marriage to Curley.
- All these dreams represent freedom and having 
control over their own lives, just like The American 
Dream.
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:

- The name of the town close to the ranch Soledad, 
which translates from Spanish to ‘solitude’.
- Crooks’ isolation and loneliness as a black man is 
shown in his separation from the other men.
- Curley’s Wife is lonely as her relationship with 
Curley is loveless and she is the only woman on 
the ranch.
- Candy represents the loneliness of a worker who 
feels useless on the ranch due to his age and 
disability.
- Steinbeck believed loneliness created human 
suffering.

Key Terms – Writer’s 
Methods:
- Mood: The general feeling 
or atmosphere.
- Inference: Conclusion 
based on evidence.
- Connotations: Word 
associations.
- Symbolism: 
Representation through 
images.
- Colloquial dialogue: 
Informal speech.
- Juxtaposition: Contrasting 
ideas/images.
- Cyclical structure: Story 
begins and ends similarly.

Key Terms –
Exploring Character:
- Symbiotic: Mutually 
beneficial relationship.
- Nomadic: Wandering.
- Social hierarchy: Status 
differences.
- Pugnacious: Eager to fight.
- Calculating: Secretive and 
strategic.
- Belligerent: Hostile.
- Volatile: Unpredictably 
aggressive.

English
Symbols/Motifs:

- George & Lennie's farm: 
Symbol of the American 
Dream.

- Candy's dog: Symbolizes 
survival of the fittest.

- Lennie's puppy: Symbolizes 
weakness and dependence.

- Settings: Includes the brush, 
bunkhouse, and Crooks' room, 
each symbolizing different 
aspects of freedom, 
restriction, and isolation.

- Animal imagery: Used to 
describe Lennie and reference 
the Robert Burns poem "To a 
Mouse."

- Curley's Wife: Her red 
clothing symbolizes seduction 
and danger.

Colour



French

Tu viens au
cinéma?

Are you
coming to 
the cinema?

Ça dépend. Qu’est-ce 
que tu vas voir?

It depends. What are 
you going to see?

Bonne idée! Je veux
bien
Good idea! I’d like to

Je vais 
regarder
I’m going 
to watch

une comédie – a comedy
un film d’animation – an animated film
un film romantique – a romantic film
un film d’action – an action film
un film d’horreur – a horror film
un film de science-fiction – a sci-fi film
un film de superhéros – a superhero film

Rendez-vous où et à 
quelle heure?
Where and when 
shall we met?

chez moi/toi
at my house/your house

A 19h – at 7pm
A plus – See you later
A demain – See you tomorrow
A samedi – See you Saturday

je n’ai pas envie - I don’t want to
tu rigoles? - are you joking?
désolé(e) je ne peux pas ce soir - sorry I can’t tonight

Je peux
vous aider?
Can I help
you?

Je voudrais trois billets pour deux adultes et un enfant – I’d like 3 tickets for 2 adults and a child
Ça fait combien? – How much is it?
C’est quelle salle? – Which screen?

On va au cinéma Module 3- A loisir

Normalement, hier et demain

Normalement – 
Normally

je vais au cinéma – I go to the cinema
j’écoute de la musique – I listen to 
music
je lis des BD – I read comics
nous jouons en ligne – we play online

Le weekend dernier – 
Last weekend

je suis allé(e) ... I went
j’ai choisi – I chose
j’ai visité – I visited

Le weekend prochain – 
Next weekend

je vais aller – I’m going to go
je vais visiter _I’m going to visit
on va prendre – we are going to take

Ma célébrité préférée est.. 
My favourite celebrity is.....

Il/Elle a beaucoup de talent 
He/She has lots of talent

il / elle est
he / she is

Il/Elle fait beaucoup de choses pour les bonnes 
causes
He/She does a lot for charity

C’est mon chanteur/euse préféré(e)
He/She is my favourite singer

parce 
qu’ils/elles 
sont
because they 
are

ridicules – ridiculous
divertissant(e)s – entertaining
intéressant(e)s – interesting
passionnant(e)s – exciting
plein(e)s d’action – full of 
action
ennuyeux/euse – boring
nuls/nuls – rubbish
marrant(e)s – funny
bêtes – stupid

C’est un(e) de mes acteurs/actrices 
préféré(e)s – He/She is one of my 
favourite actors/actresses

Ma célébrité



GRAMMAIRE
Regular present tense verbs

ER VERBS  e.g. Passer = to spend 
(time)

Je passe I spend

Tu passes You spend

Il/Elle/On passe He/She/One spends

Nous passons We spend

Vous passez You spend (form/pl)

Ils/Elles passent They spend

IR VERBS  e.g. Finir = finish

Je finis I fin ish

Tu finis You finish

Il/Elle/On finit He/She/One finishes

Nous finissons We finish

Vous finissez You finish (form/pl)

Ils/Elles finissent They finish

RE VERBS  e.g. vendre = to sell

Je vends I sell

Tu vends You sell

Il/Elle/On vend He/She/One sells

Nous vendons We sell

Vous vendez You sell (form/pl)

Ils/Elles vendent They sell

GRAMMAIRE Irregular present tense verbs

Faire = to do / to make

Je fais I do

Tu fais You do

Il/Elle/On fait He/She/One does

Nous faisons We do

Vous faites You do (form/pl)

Ils/Elles font They do

Aller = to go

Je vais I go

Tu vas You go

Il/Elle/On va He/She/One goes

Nous allons We go

Vous allez You go (form/pl)

Ils/Elles vont They go

Qu’est-ce qu’on va faire? What are we going to do?

Aujourd’hui Today

Demain (soir) Tomorrow (night)

Ce matin / ce soir This morning/evening

Cet après-midi This afternoon

La semaine 
prochaine

Next week

Ça va être…
It’s going to be

cool / génial / sympa 
cool / great / nice

Near Future Tense = Aller + infintive (going to do)

Je vais
I am going

On va / 
Nous allons
We are going

Use the present
tense of the verb

ALLER from
above


aller au parc to go to the park

visiter le musée to visit  the museum

manger au resto to eat at a restaurant

acheter un jeu vidéo to buy a videogame

voir un spectacle to see a show

faire les magasins to go shopping

prendre le bus to take the bus

S’il fait beau
If the weather’s nice

S’il fait 
mauvais
If the weather’s bad

Si j’ai assez 
d’argent If I have 
enough money
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Vouloir = to want

Je veux I want

Tu veux You want

Il/Elle/On veut He/She/One wants

Nous voulons We want

Vous voulez You want (form/pl)

Ils/Elles veulent They want

Pouvoir = to be able to

Je peux I can

Tu peux You can

Il/Elle/On peut He/She/One can

Nous pouvons We can

Vous pouvez You can (for/pl)

Ils/Elles peuvent They can

French

Grammar



Geography
Tier 2 & 3 Vocab Definition

Development The improvement of a country through economic, 
social & environmental infrastructure

Silk Road An ancient trade route that linked China to the 
West & carried goods & culture.

Resources
Valuable natural products that help humans 
develop & improve their quality of lives. E.g. water, 
oil, gas, metals, fibres.

Non-renewable 
resources

Limited sources of energy that are predicted to run 
out in 80-100 years. These include coal, oil & gas.

Geopolitics The relationships between different countries to 
achieve peace or goals.

Soft power
The cultural influence an area has that can be 
exported to other countries e.g. movies, music & 
culture.

Hard power The military power a country holds.

Weapons of Mass 
Destruction (WoMD)

Weapons such as nuclear, biological or chemical 
weapons able to cause widespread devastation & 
loss of life.

Tourism The operation of holidays & places to interest that 
generates income for the destinations of choice.

Middle East Politics and Economy:
Gas – this region holds 32% of the world’s natural gas.
9/11 – September 11th, 2001, a terrorist attack in the USA by al Qaeda a terrorist 
organisation led by Osama bin Laden, resulting in the destruction of the World Trade Centre 
buildings & part of the Pentagon.
WoMD - During the ‘War on Terror’ it was assumed that Iran had Weapons of Mass 
Destruction. 
Burj Khalifa – The current tallest building in the world, in Dubai at 829m & was completed in 
2010. This is a huge tourist destination & has homes & hotels throughout its structure.
Tourism – The Middle East is now focussing development on this area.

Human Features:
Population- 411 million people are estimated to 
live in the Middle East.
Language – the widest spoken language in the 
Middle East is Arabic.
Religions – The Middle East is made up of mainly 
Muslims & Christians however also is home to 
smaller religions such as Judaism.
Sunni Muslims – The largest branch of Islam, 
followed by 85-90% of Muslims globally. They 
believe that Abu Bakr was next in line & the first 
caliph after the death of Muhammad.
Shia Muslims – The smaller branch of Islam, Shia 
Muslims believe that Ali ibn Abi Talib was 
Muhammad’s successor as he was is son-in law & 
cousin. 
Ancient Civilisations – The Middle East developed 
irrigation systems & animal domestication and is 
seen as the cradle of civilisation.

Asia 
Middle East 



Geography
Tier 3 Vocabulary Definition

Urbanisation The growth of urban (Cities or Towns) 
areas

Re urbanisation 
The movement of people back into a 
city area that has been previously 
abandoned

NEE Newly Emerging Economy, a country 
that is starting to grow its economy.

Global City A City that is well connected to the rest 
of the world

Natural Increase The difference between a places birth 
rate and death rate

Rural to Urban 
Migration

The movement of people from rural 
areas (countryside) into Urban areas 
(Cities and Towns).

International 
Migration

The movement of people from one 
country to another.

Pull factor Something that attracts someone to a 
place

Push factor Something that makes someone want 
to leave a place

Slum Overcrowded, illegal homes made from 
scrap materials.

Poverty A person/area lacking in wealth

Quality of Life A measurement of health and 
happinessBollywood, North Mumbai – Global film industry. Employs 170,000 people. 

CBD South Mumbai – Hub of economic growth, HQ for Tata Steel.
The bank of India and Indian stock exchange are located in Mumbai’s CBD.

Dharavi – West coast of Mumbai, north of the CBD. Dharavi is a slum with 
an estimated 1 million people living there.

Few services like doctors, 
dentists and schools

Access to services like 
hospitals, dental practices 
& education

Lack of well-paid jobs Job opportunities

Unhappy lives Entertainment facilities

Conflict & natural disasters Improved living conditions

Dharavi Challenges 
Housing – the housing in Dharavi is made out of scrap materials meaning they are 
unstable. The housing tends to be overcrowded and lacking in basic sanitation e.g. toilets 

and clean running water meaning diseases spread easily.
Transport - The trains in Dharavi carry 3X the number of passengers they were actually 
designed for. Due to overcrowding the tracks lie very close to the houses. 
Waste – As Dharavi is so overcrowded waste is a big challenge. Some waste ends up on 
the streets and in the rivers of Dharavi which smell, attracting vermin and therefore 

diseases. 80% of Dharavi’s waste is however recycled by local ‘rag pickers’.

Dharavi Strategies 
Bhendi Bazaar slum clearance scheme - Replacing slums with sustainable 
high-rise tower blocks. These had electricity, clean water as well as CCTV 
for security. 
Mumbai Mass metro transit scheme A train that will boast 27 stops and 
reduce cars on the roads by 650,000. Will be particularly useful to connect 
commuters to the CBD. 
Self Help Schemes Small loans given by both banks and NGO’s to help 
people invest in improving their small business. 

Mumbai 
Case Study
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Keywords

Inherited 
characteristics

Features that are passed from parents to offspring.

Allele The form of a gene (e.g. an allele for the hair colour gene might be 
blonde, or brown etc).

Dominant The allele that will show up. (Written as a CAPITAL letter eg B for 
brown)

Recessive The allele that does not show up if there’s a dominant allele too. 
(Written as a lowercase letter eg b for blonde)

Genotype Genetic makeup of an individual for a particular characteristic  eg 
Dd

Phenotype Physical appearance eg dimples or no dimples, black fur or brown 
fur.

Genetics

Our genetic information is stored inside the nucleus of all cells.

DNA consists of two long strands wound together in a double helix 
structure.

In our cells, long DNA strands form structures called chromosomes.

A gene is a specific section of a chromosome (eg. the gene for eye 
colour).

Humans get 23 chromosomes from their Father (sperm) and 23 
chromosomes from their Mother (egg), which combine to make an 
embryo with 23 pairs of chromosomes.Variation

Variation is the differences in 
characteristics between individual 
organisms.

There are 2 types of variation:

1. Genetic Variation: Genes control the 
development of characteristics. Eg, eye 
colour.

2. Environmental Variation: Characteristics 
may be changed by the environment. Eg, 
personality.

Genetic Modification

Genetic modification is the modification 
of an organism's characteristics by 
manipulating its genetic material.

Examples:
- Modifying bacteria to produce insulin 
for human use.
- Modifying rice to contain more 
vitamin A to reduce deficiencies in 
developing countries.
- Modifying vegetables to have a longer 
shelf life.



State symbols

            

The 
Periodic 
Table

Structure of the atom:

Subatomic 
particle

Relative 
charge

Relative 
mass

Location

Proton + 1 Nucleus

Neutron nil 1 Nucleus

Electron - Almost 0 Orbiting the 
nucleus
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Key definitions:

Separating mixtures:

Molecule: 2 or more atoms bonded 
together

Compound: Substance made from 2 or more 
types of atom bonded together

Element: Substance made of 1 type 
of atom

Isotopes: 2 atoms with the same number of 
protons and different numbers of 
neutrons

Solution: A mixture of a liquid 
(solvent) and a soluble 
solid (solute)

Mixture: 2 or more substances in the same 
place but not bonded together

Filtration Separates an insoluble solid from a liquid

Crystallisation Separating the solute (dissolved solid) from a solution

Distillation Separates the solvent (liquid) from a solution

Fractional distillation Separates miscible liquids because they have different 
boiling points.

Chromatography Separates soluble substances using a solvent

+

→ 

The law of conservation of mass 

Atoms are not created or destroyed during reactions so:

      Mass of reactants = mass of products

(s) -solid

(l) - liquid

(aq) - aqueous, 
dissolved a solution

(g) - gas

Chemical Equations

General:             Reatant(s) → Product(s)

Example:
Word equation: Magnesium + oxygen → magnesium oxide

Symbol Equation:      2Mg(s)       +    O2(g)      →          2MgO(s)  

Particle diagram: →  
Mg

Mg

Mg O

O O+  
Mg O
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