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English
GCSE English Language – Paper 2 Section B Viewpoint Writing Expressing 
Opinions with Power and Purpose

Question 5 – 45 mins, 40 Marks
Form Key Features

Letter

Addresses, Date 
greeting, 
paragraphs, sign-off 
(e.g., Yours 
sincerely)

Article
Title, strapline, 
subheadings, 
overview paragraph

Leaflet
Title, bullet points, 
subheadings, 
sections

Speech
Address audience, 
rhetorical devices, 
sign-off

Essay
Introduction, body 
paragraphs, 
conclusion

AO Description Marks

AO5
Communicate clearly. Organise ideas. Use tone 
and register effectively.

24

AO6
Use varied vocabulary and sentence structures. 
Accurate spelling, punctuation, grammar.

16

Overview:
This question tests your ability to write a non-fiction piece expressing a 
viewpoint
•Linked to the theme or topic of the reading sources in Section A
•You’ll be given:
•A form (e.g., article, speech)
•A purpose (e.g., persuade, explain)
•An audience (e.g., newspaper readers, students)

You will need to structure your writing for effect, write with accuracy and fully 
develop your arguments, while using impressive vocabulary and a range of 
sentence styles and punctuation.



English
Purpose Example Task

Explain “Explain what you think about…”

Argue “Argue the case for or against…”

Persuade “Persuade the writer that…”

Instruct/Advise “Advise the reader on the best way to…”

 Top Tips for Viewpoint Writing (Paper 2 Section B)
Read the question carefully: identify the form, 
audience, and purpose. Link your writing to the theme 
of the reading sources in Section A.

 Know Your AOs
AO5 (24 marks): Communicate clearly, organise ideas, 
use tone and style effectively.
AO6 (16 marks): Use varied vocabulary and sentence 
structures. Check spelling, punctuation, grammar.

 Use a Strong Voice
Be confident and clear in your viewpoint.
Vary sentence lengths for impact.
Use persuasive techniques naturally—not forced.

 Proofread!
Check spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
Make sure your tone matches the audience.
Ensure your ideas flow logically.

Technique Explanation Example

I Imperatives
Commanding language to 
instruct or persuade.

“Act now!” / “Join us 
today!”

C Connectives
Linking ideas to structure 
arguments clearly.

“Furthermore”, 
“However”, “In 
contrast”

D Direct Address
Speaking directly to the 
reader/audience.

“You have the 
power to change 
this.”

A Alliteration
Repetition of initial sounds to 
create emphasis or rhythm.

“Big, bold, and 
brave decisions.”

F Facts
Using evidence or data to 
support your viewpoint.

“70% of students 
agree with this 
policy.”

O Opinions
Expressing personal beliefs 
or viewpoints.

“I strongly believe 
this is unfair.”

R
Rhetorical 
Questions

Asking questions that don’t 
need an answer to provoke 
thought.

“Is this really what 
we want for our 
future?”

E
Emotive 
Language

Words that stir emotions in 
the reader.

“Heartbreaking”, 
“outrageous”, 
“inspiring”

S Statistics
Numerical data to support 
arguments.

“1 in 3 people are 
affected by this 
issue.”

T
Triplets (Rule 
of Three)

Grouping ideas in threes for 
impact.

“Fair, fast, and 
effective.”



English
Aim high- Variety of 
punctuation

• Use colons to introduce 
lists or explanations: 
'There are three reasons: 
clarity, impact, and 
precision.'

• Use dashes for emphasis 
or interruption: 'This is 
important – really 
important.'

• Use ellipses to create 
suspense or indicate 
omission: 'And then it 
happened...'

• Use semicolons to link 
related ideas: 'She was 
tired; she kept going.'

• Use exclamation marks 
sparingly for impact: 
'This must stop!'

• Use question marks to 
engage the reader: 'What 
can we do about it?'

Tips for structure

• Start with a clear topic sentence to 
introduce each paragraph.

• Use emphatic paragraphs to highlight 
key points or emotional appeals.

• Include counter arguments to  
strengthen your viewpoint.

• Use connectives to guide the reader 
through your argument: 'However', 'In 
addition', 'On the other hand'.

• End with a strong concluding 
paragraph that reinforces your 
viewpoint.

Planning Top Tips:

• Understand the task and be clear 
about your viewpoint.

• Identify the audience and purpose.
• Choose the correct form (article, 

speech, letter, essay).
• Plan structure: introduction, main 

points, counter argument, conclusion.
• Include persuasive techniques 

(ICDAFOREST).

 What loses marks:

Avoid:

✘ Using informal language 
in formal writing. E.g. ‘kids’ 
or missing grammar. 

✘ Forgetting to paragraph 
or structure ideas

✘ Overusing rhetorical 
questions or repetition

✘ Not addressing the 
audience or purpose

✘ Writing without planning 
or clear argument

✘ Weak or abrupt 
conclusion

✘ Lack of persuasive 
techniques

✘ Spelling and grammar 
errors



 Article Sentence 
Starters

 Introduction
- Have you ever 
wondered why this 
issue matters?
- In this article, we 
explore the impact of...
- The debate 
surrounding this topic 
continues to grow.

 Persuasive Points
- One major concern 
is...
- Supporters argue 
that...
- It’s clear that action 
must be taken 
because...

 Conclusion
- In conclusion, the 
evidence shows that...
- Ultimately, we must 
consider the 
consequences of...
- The time to act is 
now—let’s make a 
difference.

 Letter Sentence 
Starters

 Introduction
- Dear Sir/Madam,
- I am extremely 
concerned about...
- I feel strongly 

that...

 Persuasive 
Points
- Firstly, it is 
important to note 
that...
- Many people 
believe that...
- I urge you to 
consider...

 Conclusion
- Thank you for 
taking the time to 
read my letter.
I hope you will take 
my views into 
account.
I look forward to 
your response.

English

 Essay Sentence 
Starters

 Introduction
In today’s society, the 
issue of... has become 
increasingly important.
This essay will explore 
the reasons why...
There are many 
arguments both for 
and against...

 Persuasive Points
One key reason is 
that...
Furthermore, it is 
evident that...
Some may argue that... 
however...

 Conclusion
In conclusion, it is clear 
that...
Ultimately, we must 
recognise that...
To ensure progress, we 
must...

 Speech Sentence 
Starters

 Introduction
- Good morning, 
everyone, and thank 
you for being here.
- Today, I want to talk to 
you about...
- Let me begin by 
asking you a question...

 Persuasive Points
- You might be 
wondering why this 
matters...
- Let me tell you why 
this is important...
-We cannot ignore the 
fact that...

 Conclusion
- So what can we do?
- Let’s stand together 
and make a change.
- Thank you for 

listening – now it’s 
time to act.

 Leaflet Sentence 
Starters

 Introduction
•Are you aware of the 
impact this issue has 
on your community?
•This leaflet aims to 
inform you about...
•Here’s what you 
need to know 
about...

 Persuasive 
Points
•You can make a 
difference by...
•Many people don’t 
realise that...
•It’s time we took 
action against...

 Call to Action
•Join us in making a 
change.
•Visit our website to 
learn more.
•Speak up and share 
your views today.



Practise exam questions

• Write an article arguing for or against stricter school uniform rules.

• Write a speech for a youth climate summit expressing your views.

• Write a letter to your MP about social media’s impact on youth.

• Write an essay on whether public transport should be free for students.

• Write a newspaper article about the importance of life skills in school. 

 Self-Quizzing ideas

 Vocabulary & Techniques
•List 5 persuasive techniques from ICDAFOREST and explain their 
effect.
•Write a sentence using emotive language, then rewrite it using 
factual language.
•Match the technique to its definition (e.g. rhetorical question, direct 
address, hyperbole).

 Sentence Practice
•Write 3 different topic sentences for a paragraph about school 
rules.
•Create a sentence using a colon, one using a dash, and one using 
ellipsis.
•Rewrite a simple sentence to include triplets and alliteration.

 Structure & Planning
•Plan a viewpoint response using bullet points: intro, 3 main ideas, 
counter argument, conclusion.
•Identify the emphatic paragraph in a sample response and explain 
why it’s effective.
•Write a short paragraph that includes a counter argument and a 
rebuttal.

 Form & Audience
•Choose a form (article, speech, letter) and write a suitable opening 
line.
•Explain how your tone would change if writing to a friend vs a 
headteacher.
•List 3 features of a speech and 3 of a letter.

 Checklist Challenge
•Use the viewpoint writing checklist to assess a paragraph you’ve 
written.
•Create your own mini checklist for persuasive writing.

English

Writing checklist:

AO5 – Content & Organisation (24 marks)
•My viewpoint is clear and consistent throughout.
•I have used a range of persuasive techniques (e.g. ICDAFOREST).
•My writing is structured with clear paragraphs and topic 
sentences.
•I have included a counter argument and a strong rebuttal.
•I used an emphatic paragraph to end with impact.
•My tone and register suit the audience and purpose.
•I used connectives to link ideas and guide the reader.

AO6 – Technical Accuracy (16 marks)
•I used a variety of sentence structures for effect.
•I used ambitious and precise vocabulary.
•I used punctuation accurately and for impact (e.g. colon, dash, 
ellipsis).
•I checked spelling and grammar carefully.
•I proofread my work to improve clarity and flow.
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GRAMMAIRE
Regular present tense verbs

ER VERBS  e.g. Passer = to spend 
(time)

Je passe I spend

Tu passes You spend

Il/Elle/On passe He/She/One spends

Nous passons We spend

Vous passez You spend (form/pl)

Ils/Elles passent They spend

IR VERBS  e.g. Finir = finish

Je finis I finish

Tu finis You finish

Il/Elle/On finit He/She/One finishes

Nous finissons We finish

Vous finissez You finish (form/pl)

Ils/Elles finissent They finish

RE VERBS  e.g. vendre = to sell

Je vends I sell

Tu vends You sell

Il/Elle/On vend He/She/One sells

Nous vendons We sell

Vous vendez You sell (form/pl)

Ils/Elles vendent They sell

GRAMMAIRE Irregular present tense verbs

Faire = to do / to make

Je fais I do

Tu fais You do

Il/Elle/On fait He/She/One does

Nous faisons We do

Vous faites You do (form/pl)

Ils/Elles font They do

Aller = to go

Je vais I go

Tu vas You go

Il/Elle/On va He/She/One goes

Nous allons We go

Vous allez You go (form/pl)

Ils/Elles vont They go

Qu’est-ce qu’on va faire? What are we going to do?

Aujourd’hui Today

Demain (soir) Tomorrow (night)

Ce matin / ce soir This morning/evening

Cet après-midi This afternoon

La semaine 
prochaine

Next week

Ça va être…
It’s going to be

cool / génial / sympa 
cool / great / nice

Near Future Tense = Aller + infintive (going to do)

Je vais
I am going

On va / 
Nous allons
We are going

Use the present
tense of the verb

ALLER from
above


aller au parc to go to the park

visiter le musée to visit the museum

manger au resto to eat at a restaurant

acheter un jeu vidéo to buy a videogame

voir un spectacle to see a show

faire les magasins to go shopping

prendre le bus to take the bus

S’il fait beau
If the weather’s nice

S’il fait 
mauvais
If the weather’s bad

Si j’ai assez 
d’argent If I have 
enough money
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Vouloir = to want

Je veux I want

Tu veux You want

Il/Elle/On veut He/She/One wants

Nous voulons We want

Vous voulez You want (form/pl)

Ils/Elles veulent They want

Pouvoir = to be able to

Je peux I can

Tu peux You can

Il/Elle/On peut He/She/One can

Nous pouvons We can

Vous pouvez You can (for/pl)

Ils/Elles peuvent They can

French

Grammar



Hier   Yesterday

Avant-hier
The day before 

yesterday

Le week-end 
dernier

Last weekend

La semaine 
dernière
Last week

Il y a deux 
semaines

Two weeks ago

D’abord / Enfin
Firstly / Finally

Ensuite / puis
Next / then

Après   After

Plus tard   Later

Après avoir 
(mangé) After having 

(eaten)

Avant de (partir)
Before (leaving)

The Past: The Perfect Tense with Avoir

We use the perfect tense to say what we did or have done in the past. To form it you need 2 parts: 
PART 1: Avoir (the verb to have) + PART 2: Past participle (e.g. visited/done/eaten)

PART 1: Avoir = To have

+

PART 2: The Past participle

J’ai I have ER verbs  +é IR verbs  +i RE verbs +u Irregulars

Tu as You have visité visited fini finished perdu lost fait did

Il / Elle/ On a He / She has regardé watched vomi vomited attendu waited pris took

Nous avons We have écouté listened dormi slept vendu sold bu drank

Vous avez You all have mangé ate /eaten vu saw

Ils / Elles ont They have acheté bought lu read

PART 1:  Être = To be

Je suis I am

Tu es You are

Il / Elle est He/She is

Nous sommes We are

Vous êtes You lot are

Ils / Elles sont They are

The Past: The Perfect Tense with Être

Some specific ‘special’ verbs take Être (To be) instead of Avoir…
Être verbs agree with the subject!   If it’s feminine, add an ‘e’.   If it’s plural, add 

an ‘s’

PART 2: The Past participle (+e) (+s)

+

allé(e)(s) went sorti(e)(s) went out

resté(e)(s) stayed parti(e)(s) left

arrivé(e)(s) arrived venu(e)(s) came

retourné(e)(s) returned revenu(e)(s) came back

rentré(e)(s)
went back 
(home)

devenu(e)(s
)

became

Je suis allé(e) …
I went…

Nous sommes 
allé(e) …

I went…

au parc / au stade
…to the parc / stadium

à la piscine
…to the pool

aux magasins
…to the shops

Qu’est-ce que tu as fait 
le week-end dernier?  

What did you do last 
weekend?

J’ai / Nous avons…
I / We…

…passé (le week-end) 
…spent (the weekend)

…participé à une competition 
…took part in a competition

fait du vélo  
…went cycling

…joué au tennis
…played tennis

…fêté (mon anniv) …celebrated 
my birthday

…regardé un match / film
…watched a match / a film

fait de la natation  
…went swimming

French
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Science - Physics
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Electromagnets

A coil of wire with a current flowing 

through it forms an electromagnet. The 

field can be made stronger by:

- Wrapping the coil around an 

iron core.

- Adding more turns to the coil.

- Increasing the current flowing 

through the coil.

The direction of a magnetic field around 

a current carrying wire can be 

determined by using the right hand rule. 

To do this, you need to point your thumb 

in the direction of the current and curl 

your fingers around the wire. Your 

fingers point in the direction of the 

magnetic field.

Magnets

Magnets create magnetic fields. These cannot be 

seen. They fill the space around a magnet where the 

magnetic forces work, where they can attract or repel 

magnetic materials.

We can detect magnetic fields using iron filings. The 

tiny pieces of iron line up in a magnetic field.

In the diagram, note that:

• the field lines have arrows on them.

• the field lines come out of N and go into S.

• the field lines are more concentrated at the poles.

The magnetic field is strongest at the poles, where the field lines are most 

concentrated.

The motor effect

When an electric current passes through a 

wire in a magnetic field it experiences a 

force. The size of the force can be 

increased by:

- Increasing the current.

- Using a stronger magnet.

The size of the force depends on the angle between the wire and the magnetic field 

lines. The force is:

- Greatest when the wire is perpendicular to the magnetic 

field. 

- Zero when the wire is parallel to the magnetic field 

lines.

Fleming’s left hand rule

The direction of the force - and therefore 

the movement of the wire - can be 

determined using Fleming’s left hand rule.

To do this, spread out your left thumb, 

forefinger (index finger) and second finger 

so they are all at 90° to one another:

● point your forefinger (index 

finger) in the direction of the 

magnetic field (north to south)

● point your second finger in the 

direction of the electric 

current (positive to negative)

Your thumb will point in the direction of 

movement.

First finger = Field

SeCond finger = Current

ThuMb = Movement



P7 - Electromagnetism

AC Generators

An alternator is a simple AC generator made up 
of a rectangular coil of wire that is forced to 
spin in a magnetic field.
A potential difference is induced in the coil as it 
spins.

Electromagnets in devices

Electric bells, relays and circuit breakers are all 

devices which use electromagnets.

● When the electric bell is connected to 
a power supply the iron armature is 
pulled towards the electromagnet. 

● This opens the make-and-break 
switch.

● The electromagnet is switched off 
because the circuit is broken. 

● The armature swings back and the 
switch closes.

● The whole cycle repeats. This makes 
the bell ring continuously

A relay can be used to switch another 
electrical device on or off.

A circuit breaker is a switch in series 
with an electromagnet.
The switch is held closed by a spring. 
When the current is too large, the 
switch is pulled open by the 
electromagnet and stays open until it 
is reset manually.

Transformers

Transformers are used to step a potential difference up 
or down. Whichever side has the greater number of 
coils will have the greatest potential difference. 
Transformers are almost 100% efficient.
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Keywords

Homeostasis The regulation of internal conditions of cells to maintain optimum 
conditions for functioning in response to internal and external 
changes.

Receptors Cells that detect changes in the environment.

Effectors Muscles or glands that bring about a response.

Coordination 
centres

Areas that receive and process information. They coordinate a 
response.

Stimuli Changes in the environment

Reflex action Rapid automatic responses of the nervous system that do not 
involve conscious thought.

Synapse A junction between two neurons across which electrical signals pass. 

Central 
Nervous 
System

The brain and spinal cord.

Neurones

Sensory neurones connect receptors to the coordination 
centre

Motor neurones connect the coordination centre to an 
effector

Relay neurones are used to replace the coordination 
centre in reflexes

Reflex Arc

1. Receptor detects a stimulus.
2. Nerve impulse travels along a sensory neuron to the spinal cord.
3. Relay neurone transmits the impulse across the spinal cord.
4. Impulse is carried along a motor neurone to the effector.
5. Effector responds to the stimulus.

Synapses

Junctions between neurons that pass on electrical signals. 

Sequence:
1. A nerve impulse arrives at the presynaptic 

terminal, it triggers the release of 
neurotransmitter from synaptic vesicles. 

2. The chemical neurotransmitters diffuse across the 
synaptic cleft and bind with receptors on the post-
synaptic neurone

3. This triggers another impulse in the post synaptic 
neurone

Control system

In a reflex the control centre is replaced by a relay neurone creating automatic rapid 
responses.

Receptor Coordination centre Effector
Neurone or 
hormone

NeuroneStimulus Response
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Pituitary gland (master gland)
Growth in children.
Stimulates the thyroid to make 
thyroxine (controls metabolism)
Stimulates the ovaries to 
produce/release eggs and to 
make oestrogen (women)
Stimulates the testes to produce 
sperm and testosterone (men)

Thyroid gland
Controls the 
metabolic rate of 
the body

Adrenal gland
Prepares the body for stressful 
situations, controls the release 
of adrenaline.

Pancreas
Controls the 
levels of 
glucose in the 
blood

Testes
Controls 
secondary male 
sexual 
characteristics. 
Involved in sperm 
production

Ovaries
Controls secondary female sexual 
characteristics. Involved in the 
menstrual cycle.

Hormones

Chemicals produced in one area of the body of an organism that have 
an effect on the functioning of another area of the body. In animals 
hormones are produced in glands

Endocrine system

The glands that produce the hormones that control many aspects of 
the development and metabolism of the body, and the hormones 
they produce.

The hormones travel in the blood

 

Control of blood glucose

Pancreas 
produces insulin Glucose → Glycogen 

Too high

Optimum blood sugar level

Menstrual cycle

Follicle stimulating hormone (FSH) 
Causes the eggs in the ovary to mature.

Oestrogen 
Stimulate the build up of the uterus lining

.

Luteinising hormone (LH) 
Stimulates the release of the egg at ovulation.

Progesterone
If egg fertilised = uterus lining is maintained

Not fertilised= progesterone breaks down, stops LH and produces FSH

Contraception

Barrier method 
Stops the sperm reaching the egg, condom, diaphragm

Hormonal control - Stops uterus lining developing
Combined pill (and inhibits productions of FSH), Implant (and 
prevents egg maturing), Patch (and prevents egg maturing)

Too low

Pancreas
 produces glucagon

Glycogen → glucose
Released into blood 

stimulates

stimulates

inhibits

stimulates

inhibits



Treating kidney failure

1. Dialysis - A dialysis machine carries out the same functions as a kidney. A person’s 
blood flows between partially permeable membranes. Dialysis fluid is on the other 
side of the membranes.
2. Kidney transplants - Diseased kidneys can be replaced using a single healthy kidney 
from a donor. The donor kidney is joined to the blood vessels in the groin of the 
patient.

B12 Homeostasis in action

Keywords

Thermoregulatory 
centre

The area of the brain sensitive to 
temperature of the blood.

Vasodilation The dilation or opening of the blood 
vessels.

Vasoconstriction The constriction or narrowing of the 
blood vessels.

Dialysis The process of cleansing the blood 
through a dialysis machine when the 
kidneys fail.

Removing waste products

Carbon dioxide:
This needs to be removed from our bodies because it dissolves in and forms a weak 
acid called Carbonic Acid (H2CO3).

Urea:
Urea is the result of the breakdown of excess proteins. The breakdown happens in the 
liver. Urea is poisonous so it needs to be removed from the body.

Controlling body temperature

Too hot:
- Blood vessels supplying capillaries near the surface of the skin 
dilate so the blood flow through them increases and more 
energy is lost to the environment.
- Lots of sweat produced by sweat glands.
- Hairs lie flat.
- Skeletal muscles do not contract and relax - no shivering.

Too cold:
- Blood vessels supplying capillaries near the surface of the skin 
constrict so the blood flow through them decreases and less 
energy is lost to the environment.
- Less sweat produced by sweat glands.
- Hairs pulled erect to trap an insulating layer of air.
- Skeletal muscles do not contract and relax rapidly causing you 
to shiver. 

The human kidney

1. Ultrafiltration: 
Small molecules are removed from 
the blood into the kidney tubules 
(Glucose, mineral ions, urea, 
water). Large molecules like 
proteins stay in the blood.
2. Selective reabsorption:
Useful substances are reabsorbed 
from the tubules back into the 
blood by diffusion. Glucose is 
reabsorbed by active transport.
3. Excretion:
Excess water, ions and urea pass 
along the ureter to the bladder as 
urine.



Covalent Bonding - Between non metals 
 Pairs of electrons shared
 No ions are formed

C
2 Structure &

 B
o
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ing

Simple covalent structures

Strong covalent bonds

Weak intermolecular  forces 
(attraction between the individual molecules)

Low melting and boiling points

Does not conduct electricity

===

Giant covalent structures
Contain many atoms joined by strong covalent 
bonds.
Examples :

Graphite - each carbon is covalently bonded to 3 
other carbon atoms. 
Delocalised electrons free to carry charge
Layers can slide over each other  

Diamond - Each carbon atom is covalently bonded to 4 
other carbon atoms

Does not conduct electricity
Very hard 
High melting and boiling points

⇆

Metallic bonding 
Positive metal atoms 
Sea of delocalised electrons 

Strong electrostatic force of 
attraction between + nuclei and 
delocalised electrons

High boiling and melting points

Delocalised electrons free to carry charge throughout 
the structure
 

+ + +

+ + +
-

-

-
- -

--

-
-

-
-

-
-

-

-

- - -

Ionic bonding - Between metals and non metals
Ion - charged particle formed when an atom gains or loses 
electrons.

Metal atoms transfer electrons to non metal atoms to complete 
outer shells

Strong electrostatic force of attraction between 
positively (metal) and negatively charged (non metal) 
ions. 

Ions form giant lattices

High melting and boiling points

Liquid / molten: charged ions can move and carry 
current  

Solids: ions cannot move so cannot carry current

Na Cl Na Cl

+ -
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