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English
'Hitcher,' by Simon Armitage

The poem is narrated by a speaker who describes picking up a hitchhiker and 
then violently attacking him. The speaker is under pressure at work and feels 
disconnected from his own life. The hitchhiker, on the other hadn, represents 
freedom and a carefree existence, which the speaker envies and resents.

Themes 

1.Violence and Aggression: The poem vividly depicts an act of unprovoked violence, 
highlighting the speaker's pent-up anger and frustration2 . 2.Freedom vs. Conformity: 
The hitchhiker symbolizes a free-spirited lifestyle, in stark contrast to the speaker's 
mundane and pressured existence. 3. Alienation and Disconnection: The speaker feels 
alienated from his own life and disconnected from societal norms, which drives his 
violent behavior1. 

'Havisham,' by Carol Ann Duffy

This poem is a dramatic monologue exploring 
the corrosive nature of love turning to hate 
through the voice of Charles Dickens' Great 
Expectations character, Miss Havisham. The 
speaker, a jilted bride, expresses intense, 
violent rage and enduring bitterness while sittig 
in her decaying wedding dress. 

• Perspective: Written in the first person, giving voice to 
a scorned woman.

• Themes: Explores themes of heartbreak, misogyny, 
insanity, and the destructive, all-consuming nature of 
revenge.

• Imagery: Uses morbid imagery to show the merging of 
love and hate, such as "beloved sweetheart bastard" 
and "dark green pebbles for eyes".

• Structure: The poem breaks down logical thought, 
reflecting the character’s fragmented, chaotic mental 
state, and obsession with the past.

Wilfred Owen's 'Anthem for Doomed Youth' is a powerful WWI poem mourning young soldiers lost in battle, ironically 

contrasting the harsh reality of trench warfare with traditional, inadequate funeral rites, suggesting that the sounds of guns 
replace church bells and the pallor of grieving loved ones serves as the only "pall" for fragmented bodies, highlighting the brutal, 
dehumanizing nature of war. The poem serves as a bitter commentary on the disconnect between official ceremonies and the 
brutal experience of death on the front lines, lamenting the silenced lives and the hollow memorials.

'Half-Caste,' by John Agard
Dramatic and sarcastic, this monologue poem attacks the derogatory term 
for mixed-race individuals. Using Caribbean Creole, the poet challenges the 
notion of being 'half' a person, using analogies like Picasso's art and 
Tchaikovsky's symphony to argue that blending is a complex, artistic, and 
whole experience.



English

GLOSSARY

Caesura – Punctuation in the middle of a line
Tone – A writer’s attitude
Mood – Emotions that the reader feels 
while reading
Ambiguity – Not clear in meaning
Figurative language – Proper name for images 
such as metaphors
Quatrain – A stanza that has four lines
Couplet – A pair of successive lines of verse
Iambic Pentameter – A line of five iambs in 
poetry (ten syllables)
Iambic Tetrameter – Four iambs in a line of 
poetry
Allegory – A story that express a deeper 
meaning or a hidden idea
Motif – A recurring pattern or an idea that 
repeats in the story to reinforce the theme
Symbolism – An image, object, idea, or symbol 
is used to represent something other than its 
literal meaning
Imagery - Appealing to a readers' senses to 
create an image or idea in their head

Simile – comparison using ‘like’ or ‘as’
Metaphor – comparison saying one thing 
is another
Stanza – Verses in a poem
Repetition – repeated use of words or 
phrases to emphasise ideas
Rhyme – words that sound the same
Personification – Giving an 
object human qualities
Alliteration – Words that start with the 
same sound
Sibilance – Repetition of words that begin 
with ‘s’, often to used to create 
a hissing effect
Assonance – repetition of vowel sounds in 
words that are close together in a sentence 
or verse
Enjambment – A line of words in poetry that 
run onto another line
Extended metaphor – A metaphor that 
continues for multiple lines
Half–rhyme –
When consonant sounds rhyme, but vowel 
sounds do not e.g. squat/slate
Volta – Turning point or sudden change

This unit is inherently 
challenging and 
stretching as it 
requires students to 
begin to make 
connections across 
texts. It will build on 
exploratory analysis to 
compare, and contrast 
ideas and feelings 
within and across the 
poems.

"like, similar to, also, unlike, 
similarly, in the same way, likewise, 
again, compared to, in contrast, in 
like manner, contrasted with, on 
the contrary, however, although, 

yet, even though, still, but,
nevertheless, conversely, at the 
same time, regardless, despite, 

while, on the one hand … on the 
other hand"
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Keywords

Arteries Blood vessels that carry blood away from the heart.

Veins Blood vessels that carry blood to the heart. 

Capillaries The smallest blood vessels where exchange occurs.

Xylem Transports water around the plant.

Phloem Carries dissolved sugars around the plant.

Translocation The movement of sugars from the leaves to the 
rest of the plant through the phloem.

Transpiration The loss of water vapour from the leaves of plants 
through the stomata.

Cross section of a leaf

Biology



General Word Equations

Metal + oxygen → Metal oxide
Metal + water → Metal hydroxide + hydrogen
Metal + acid → Metal salt + hydrogen
Acid + base → Salt + water
Acid + alkali → Salt + water
Acid + carbonate → Salt + water + carbon dioxide
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Keywords

Ion The charged particle formed when an atoms gains 
or loses electrons

Displacement 
Reaction

When a more reactive substance takes the place of 
a less reactive substance

Oxidation The gaining of oxygen OR the loss of electrons (OIL)

Reduction The loss of oxygen OR the gain of electrons (RIG)

Base Ionic compounds that can neutralise acids

Alkali Soluble bases

Extracting Metals

Least reactive metals occur native. More reactive metals occur as ores.
For ores containing metals less reactive than carbon, carbon can be used to reduce the 
metal in a displacement reaction. 
Example: 
Iron (III) oxide + carbon → Iron + carbon dioxide

Some less reactive metals can be reduced using hydrogen:
Copper (II) oxide + hydrogen → copper + water

Ionic and Half Equations

Step 1: Write a balanced symbol equation:
Mg(s) + CuSO4(aq) → MgSO4(aq) + Cu(s)

Step 2: Separate the ions:
Mg(s) + Cu2+

(aq) + SO4
2-

(aq) → Mg2+
(aq) + SO4

2-
(aq) + Cu(s)

Step 3: Delete the species that appear exactly the same on both sides:
Mg(s) + Cu2+

(aq) → Mg2+
(aq) + Cu(s)

Half equations:
Mg(s) → Mg2+

(aq) + 2e-                             Cu2+
(aq) + 2e- → Cu(s)

State symbols: (s) = solid, (l) = liquid, (g) = gas, (aq) = aqueous

Common Salts

Hydrochloric acid (HCl)  →  chlorides (Cl-)
Sulphuric acid (H2SO4)  →  sulphates (SO4

2-)
Nitric acid (HNO3) → nitrates (NO3

-)

Charges on +ve ions Charges on -ve ions

Group 1 metals = +1
Ammonium (NH4

+) = +1
Group 2 metals = +2
Aluminium = +3

Transition metals can vary

Group 7 = -1
Nitrate (NO3

-) = -1
Hydroxide (OH-) = -1
Sulphate (SO4

2-) = -2 
Carbonate(CO3

2-) = -2
Oxide (O2-) = -2

Chemistry
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Keywords

Hydrocarbon A compound made of only hydrogen and carbon atoms.

Fractional 
Distillation

Separating a liquid mixture into fractions differing in 
boiling point by distillation.

Fuel Any substance that releases energy when burned.

Cracking The process by which complex, long chain hydrocarbons 
are broken down into smaller, simpler ones.

Alkane A saturated hydrocarbon.

Alkene An unsaturated hydrocarbon that contains a double 
bond.

Complete 
Combustion

When a fuel is burnt in a plentiful supply of oxygen.

Incomplete 
Combustion

When a fuel is burnt in a limited supply of oxygen.

Condensing When a gas cools and turns into a liquid.

Alkanes Alkenes

Saturated hydrocarbons

Do not contain a double bond.

General formula CnH2n + 2

Ethane C2H6

Unsaturated hydrocarbons.

Contain a double bond

General formula CnH2n 

Ethene C2H4 

Fractional Distillation

Crude oil is a mixture of different alkanes. Each 

compound has a different boiling points.

To separate crude oil, it is heated, vapourised and 

passed through a fractionating column. 

In this column, the hydrocarbons cool and condense 

at different points depending on their boiling points.

Short chain hydrocarbons condense at the top where 

it is cool and long chain hydrocarbons condense at the 

bottom where it is hot. 

The mixtures taken out of the column are called 

fractions 

Cracking

Cracking is the process of breaking down large 
hydrocarbons into smaller ones. It uses either a 
catalyst or steam to make the hydrocarbons 
thermally decompose. Alkanes and alkenes are 
the products of cracking.
For example, decane can be broken down with a 
catalyst at 500OC to make pentane which can be 
used in petrol

Decane → Pentane + Propene + Ethene

C10H22 → C5H12 + C3H6 + C2H4

Combustion

During combustion, hydrogen and carbon atoms 
in fuels are oxidised. There are two types.

Complete Combustion:

hydrocarbon + oxygen → carbon dioxide +                   
                                                  water

Incomplete Combustion:

hydrocarbon + oxygen → carbon  + water                                                 
+ carbon monoxide

Chemistry
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